
Silver Sage  
Thanksgiving 2017 

Dear Holy Cross Family, 

What an amazing experience filled with hospitality and fellowship! On Saturday, November 18th, 

our congregation opened the doors of God's church to our neighbors and friends for a Thanksgiv-

ing feast.  The generosity of this congregation was abundant, the food delectable, the venue 

beautiful, and the smiles on the faces of everyone attending and serving were priceless and a vis-

ible example of the community shared that night and beyond.  Our gift was more than a meal, 

and it served many more than those attending.  Thank you to everyone who cooked, served, and 

cleaned up! 

We had approximately 65 guests from four different Silver Sage Senior apartment complexes, 

and we served ham, turkey, gravy, potatoes, green bean and broccoli casseroles, steamed carrots 

and beans, ambrosia salad, green salad, deviled eggs, rolls, butter, sparkling cider, red and white 

wine, and punch. The tables were set with linen, plates, flatware, and glassware, and we heard 

many times, "oh, this is so nice!" and, "it smells like home cooking," and, "they did this for 

us?" We saw many groups linger and talk over the meal, just like families at home.  For many of 

our neighbors, the physical act of going to multiple stores, the cost of food beyond a usual budg-

et, and or lack of access to transportation are huge barriers to cooking or hosting a holiday 

meal. Our generosity and service also meant every one who wanted was able to take home am-

ple food for another meal, or even two. And THEN, when everyone had what they wanted, we 

still had enough to bring a significant amount of food to the Volunteers of America homeless 

shelter on Record Street. The night was cold, the lines were long, and the food was much needed 

and appreciated. 

This event has happened regularly over that past many years as a result of Cleo Streit's commit-

ment to coordinate and cook for this event.  We were so very glad to continue her tradition of 

service and hospitality.  Although we deeply missed her presence, we absolutely knew she was 

there in every warm greeting, smile, and hug shared that night.  

With love, 

Madeleine Gaustad, Paula Featherstone, Dawn Braudo, and Natalie Tegio 
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